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“OUR PASSOVER”

“Christ our passover is slain for us: therefore let us
keep the feast.” —1 Cor. 3:7,8.

In order thar we may dearly understand the apostle
Paul's reference to Jesus Christ being our sacrificed pass-
over lamb, may we consider for a few moments the first
passover as originated by the Lord God with His chosen
people, Israel, at their deliverance from EHgyptain bondage.

The institution of the original passover with Israel in
Egypt brings to our minds the thoughes which Jehovah
God intends for us to understand, who are now living in
the climax of the gospel age. The events connected with
the first passover give us instructions as to our duty in ob-
serving the true passover, of which the Egyptian episode
was but a type for our guidance.

Since the apostle Paul records that “all these things
happened unto them for ensamples: {types, or pictures)
and they are written for our admenition, upon whom the ’
ends of the world are come;” let us take heed thereunto,
and learn our lesson therefrom, that we may obey God
and be blessed therein. —1 Cor. 10:11.

Jehovah's chosen people, Israel, were in the bondage of
Egypt. The time for their slavery to end had come. Their
vears were now fulfilled, and God began His wonderful
and all-wise work of deliverance that glory and honor
mmight be His, as succeeding generations recalled to mind
His marvelous accomplishments in the behalf of beloved

Israel.



When the time was fulfilled, and He purposed in Iis
heart that He would deliver Israel, “Jehovah spake unto
His servants Moses and Aaron in the land of Egype, say
ing, This month shall be unto you the beginning of
months : it shall be the first month of the year to you”
—Exodus 12:1-2.

Here we learn that the time element is an important
phase of the passover program, as it is in all God's plans:
for He works on schedule, and the seasons are appointed
beforehand. He acts when the hour is fulfilied, and is
never early and never tardy. His sternal time-piece is per-
fect.

Then, following the origin of the ceremonial vear for
Israel, as given above, the Lord outlined the passover rites
and ordinances which were to be carcfully observed by
these Israelites, who were soon to be delivered.
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“Speak ve unto all the congregation o

s
s

In the tenth day of this month they shall wake o them
every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers’

a lamb for a house.” ~-Fx. 12:3, No houschold was to b
t be de-

excluded; every man should obev, that they migh
livered.

“Your lamb shall be withoutr blemish, a male of rthe
first year: ye shall rake it from, the sheep or the goais”
Accordingly, the Tsraelites were not free to choose the
type, for God had outlined the desired sacrifice. The pic-
ture must be exact. The animal was to be voung, perfect,
a male. —FExodus 12:5.

Again the time element enters into the passover pro-
gram. “Ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the
same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation
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of Israel “shall kilf it in the evening” (between the two
evenings}. Exodus 12:6.

“And they shall take the blood, and strike it on the side
posts and on the upper door posts of the houses, wherein
they shall ear it.”" Here the blood of the sacrificed lamb
is applied as a sign which brings deliverance. The flesh is
eaten, and strength obrained therefrom.—Ex. 12:7. “They
shall eat the Aesh in that night, roast with fire, and unlea-
ven breadiand with bicter herbs shall they ear ie.”” *It is the
Lord's passover.” —Exodus 12:8-11.

We have now learned the Lord’s outlined plan of preo-
cedure which the children of Israel were to follow to gain
deliverance from the destroving angel, which would pun.
ish the Egyptians. God called for a lamb, 2 male, a perfect
creature. Bach family of God’s people was to select its
sacrifice. It was to be slain upon the fourteenth day of the
first month, between the two evenings; and its biood appli-
ed to the door posts, and its flesh eaten upon the same
nignt. God was definite. He left nothing for conjecture.
His program was perfect,

Upon the obedience of lsrael, on that certain specified
day in Egypt, depended the salvation of the firstborn a-
mong God’s people. If they obeyed, the firstborn would
be spared; if they neglected 1o obey, the firstborn were
destroyed; for, said Jehovah, "I will pass through the
land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firsthorn
in the land of Egypt, both man and beast, and against
all the gods of Egvpt 1 will execute judgment: T am the
Lord. And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the
houses where ve are: and when I see the blood I will pass
over, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you,
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when I smite the land of Egypt.” —Exodus 12:12, 13.

True to the warning and promise given by Jehovah,
upon the fourteenth, during the night, the destroying
angel passed throughout the land of Egypt. When the
blood was seen upon the posts and the lintel of the doors
of the houses in which the Israelites dwelt, the angel pass-
ed over those homes, and the firstborn were not slam.

But among the Egyptians, conditions were reversed.
Where the blood was not found, God’s wrath was appar-
ent: for “it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote
all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of
Pharoah that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the
captive that was in the dungeon. .. There was not a house
where there was not one dead.” —Exodus 12:29-30.

Thereafter, this certain day, the fourteenth day of the
first month, by the word of God, was to be a memorial
day, a day for the bringing to mind of the merey and lov.
ing kindness of Jehovah in passing over Ilis obedient
children and sparing their firstborn in the night chat the
firstborn of the Egyptians were slain. The Lord command-
ed, saying, “This day shall be unto you for a memorial;
and ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance forever.”
—Exodus 12:14.

No other day may be observed thereafter, to commem-
orate this great deliverance, even forever; for the Lord
has so commanded, saying “In the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleav-
ened bread.” “This day shall be unto you for a memeorial;
and ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance forever.”
—Exodus 12:18; 14.

Again in Leviticus, the Lord has again repeated the
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charge, saying, “In the fourteenth day of the first month
at even is the LORD’S passover.”

After sunset of the fourteenth day, “On the fifteenth
day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread
unto the LORD, to commemorate the flight of Israel, and
their deliverance from Egyptian bondage, —Lev. 23:5, 6.

God’s people obeyed Him, and we find them closely fol-
lowing the instructions He gave them, and celebrating
the passover memorial on the fourteenth day, immediately
after they had crossed the river Jordan, where they “‘en-
camped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth
day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho.” —Jos-
hua 5:10.

While the Israelites were in captivity at Babylon, they
ceased not to recall their deliverance at passover in Egypt.
We read they kept the memorial at its appointed season,
and upon the corvect date. "The children of the captivity
kept the passover upon the fourteenth day of the first
month.” —Ezra 6:19,

Since Jehovah has said that the fourteenth day should
continue to be observed as a memorial of the passing over
of the destroying angel, even throughout all generatiens
of Israel, it was natural that Jesus Christ, born of Mary
the Israelite, would also be found observing the day as-
signed.

Thus, upon the fourteenth day, which Jehovah calls
His passover, {Exodus 12:11, 27} we read that Jesus ob.
served the memorial: “Now the feast of unleavened bread
drew nigh, which is called the passover”...*When the

passover must be killed”. .. “and when the hour was come,
he sat down, and the twelve aposties with him,” “and he
7



said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this pass-
over with you before I suffer”. Luke 22:1, 7, 14, 13,

Here then we have learned that Jesus, upon the day the
lamb must be killed, that is, the fourteenth, sat down with
his disciples to eat the passover as His Father had com-
manded. It was not a day early, neither was it a day late,
but upon the day, and when the hour had even come.
Truly was the Son obedient unto the will of His Father!

Since God hath said that this date, the fourteenth, shail
continue to be observed throughout all generations of Is-
rael, even forever, is it possible that Jesus abolished this
memorial, or even changed the date? What think you?
Do the actions and words of Jesus abolish, or rather
stamp His approval upon God’s passover? Can words be
more clearly expressed to show the continuation of this
great memorial to God, than the promise of Jesus unte
His disciples when He said: "I say unto you, I will not
henceforth drink of this fruit of the vine, until that day
when I drink it new with vou in my Father’s kingdom?”
~—Matthew 26:29,

Here then is a definite prophecy stating that the ob-
servance of the Lord’s passover would continue untl at
last, in the kingdom of God, Jesus would partake again
with his beloved disciples. This agrees with the words of
the Lord, as spoken by the prophet Ezekiel, who foretold
that the passover would continue to be observed even in
the kingdom age to come, saying, “In the first month, in
the fourteenth day of the month, ye shall have the pass-
over.” —FBzekiel 45:21.

Ag the memorial was to be observed throughout all gen-
erations of Israel, even forever, and as Jesus promised
8
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that he would eat it again in the coming kingdom age,
and Ezekiel likewise bare record of its observance then:
is it possible that during the gospel age the passover was
not to be kept in its season, upon its day, according to its
tites and ordinance? —Numbers 9:2, 3; Exodus 12:14, 24,

On the contrary, we learn that the early Church of Geod
continued to partake of the passover feast in its season and
according to its specified rites. According to the record in
The Acts, we understand that there was to be the passover

feast in Jerusalem, and it was to be at its appointed season.

The apostle Paul hastened away from Ephesus that he
might reach Jerusalem in time for the feast. In bidding
farewell to the Church of God at Ephesus, the apostle
said: “I must by all means keep this feast {Luke 22:13 that
cometh in Jerusalem.” «Acts 18:21.

Since we have learned that the apostie to the Gentiles,
even Paul, was anxious to observe the feast in Jerusalem,
and as reliable history bears record thar the ancient pass-
over date has ever been kept by some of God’s faithful
people, how then is the Church of God to observe the
passover suppert in our day? What are its ordinances and
ceremonies for you and me?

In order to understand our duties in regard to the ob-
servance of the Lord’s passover, we must learn the attitude
of Jesus in regard to it, and His instructions relating there-
to; for we are to follow Jesus, that we might not walk in
darkness, {John 8:12; 1 Cor. 11:1) and take heed unto
His words, for they are life. (John 6:63}),

By Moses, the prophet of God, the leader of the child-
ren of Israel, the Lord prophesied, saying, “I will raise
them up a prophet from among their brethren, like uato
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thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall
speak unto them all that I command him.” —Deut. 18:18;
Acts 3:22, 23,

In due time that prophet came, even Christ Jesus who
spake not of Himself, but as the Lord God commanded
saying, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words,
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken,
the same shall judge him in the last day. For I have not
spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave
a commandment, what 1 should say, and what 1 should
speak. And T know that his commandment is life ever.
lasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father

said unto me, so I speak.” —John 12:48.50.

Just as Israel hearkened unto the word of the Lord by
the mouth of Moses, let us, therefore, take heed unto Him
that came as Moses prophesied, to whom we are to give
obedience. What was the attitude and teaching of Jesus in
regard ro the passover of the Lord, in His example and in
His doctrine?

When came the day of unleavensd bread, when the
passover must be killed, Jesus sent forth His disciples,
saying, “(io and prepare us the passover, that we may eat.”
Thus, Jesus knew the time of the passover, and was in
obedience to His Father’s will. After the passover had
been prepared, the hour had come, and He had set down
with His disciples, He said unto them: “With desire I have
desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer.”
—Luke 22:7, 8, 14, 15.

During supper, Jesus took the bread, {unleavened, see
Exo. 12:8) offered thanks, and gave of the broken loaf
to His disciples, saying, "Take eat: this is my body.”
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“This is my body which is given for you: this do in re-
membrance of me.” —Matthew 26:26; Luke 22:19.
Likewise also the cup after supper he took, and after of-
fering thanks, gave it unto the disciples, saying. “Drink
ye all of it; for this is my bicod of the new restament,
which is shed for the remission of sins.” —Matt, 26:27, 28.

Afterwards Jesus arcse from supper, and laid aside his
garments; and took a tewel, and girded himself. After
that he poured water into a basin, and began to wash the
disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith
he was girded, teaching the great lesson of humiliation
and service, saying unto them: “If I then, your Lord and
Master, have washed your feet: ve also ought to wash one
another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that ve
should do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto
you, The servant is not greater than his Lord; neither he
that is sent greater than he that sent him. If you know
these things, happy are ye if you do them.” —Tohn 13:4-
7.

“And when they had sung an hymn, (or psalm) they
went out into the mount of Olives.” —Matthew 26:30.

Here then we have learned, both by precept and exam-
ple, how the Lord Jesus desires the passover supper kept
throughout the gospel age, even until the day when He
partakes of it again with His disciples i the kingdom of
His Father.

Nothing is omitted. Jesus has made His Father's will
concerning the feast as explicit as Moses had to Israel in
the land of Egypt. The time is declared to be the day when
the passover lamb should be killed, (Luke 2:7) that is up-
on Nisan fourteenth. (Exodus 12:18) The period of the
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day, “when the hour was come,” (Luke 22:14) was at even.
(Exodus 12:8) “when the sun did ser.” [(Mark 1:32) The
sacrifice, the lamb of God, slain from the foundation of
the world, whose flesh was represented by the unleavened
bread, (Mate. 26:26; Isa 53:7; 1 Pe. 1:19; 1 Cor. 5:7} and
whose spilled blood was typified by the fruir of the vine.
{Matthew 26:28.}

The true significance of our passover 1s then explained
by the apostle Paul, of the “stock of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews,” {Phil, 3:3} who
said: “Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be
a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our
passover is sacrificed for us: therefore ler us keep  the
feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of mal-
ice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sin.
cerity and ruth.” —1 Cor. 5:7, 8,

As, in the passover in Egvpr, the Israelites were to se-
lect a young male lamb, without blemish, so is our pass-
over the lamb of God, Christ Jesus, a male voung, perfect:
“and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey him.” —Heb. 3:9. Christ
then is our passover, and the unleavened bread is to us
his flesh, and the wine his blood, which has been given
for our deliverance, if we but trust in Flim and obey.

As Israel obeyed Jehovah God, and, in after years, kept
the passaver upon the fourteenth day of the frst month at

ven, according to the prescribed ordinances and ceremon.

ies, it was a memorial in remembrance of the passing over
of the destreying angel, who spared those, who through
faith, offered the pascal lamb in the land of Egypt.

In like manner, when the children of God, in this age,
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observe the Lord's supper, our passover, in its season, af-
ter its tites and ordinances, it recalls to mind the sacrifice
of our passover, the lamb of God, who was slain for our
deliverance from the bondage of sin and death. He is our
passaver; therefore we keep the feast.

We keep the Lord’s Supper in memorial of our passover
i its scason; for it was ro be observed throughout all gen-
erations, even forever; hence, 1t has never ended. (Num.
9:2, 3; Exo. 12:14, 24} We celebrate it upon the mem-
orial day, the fourteenth of the first month, the day that
Israel’s lamb was slain and the firsthorn delivered, and the
day our passover, even Christ, was sacrificed and we our-
selves delivered. We follow Jesus and observe it upon the
day that he ate it with His disciples, and commanded chat
we should do it in remembrance of Him, promising them
that He would partake again with them in the kingdom
of God.

The aposte Paul explalns concerning the Lord’s Sup-
rer, srstu,, that it was the memorial of the deach of Christ,

3
God's passover lamb, saving, "1 have received of the Lord
f?\at “«’%?Clﬁl l 3150 QE%EVQ‘E"F:d LD y{)il‘ ,.z‘!l‘.ﬁt t‘he I.,Or(i jCSuS
the same night in which hs was berrayed rook bread: and
when he had given thanks, he brake i, and said, Take, car,
this 15 myv body, which is broken for you: this do in re-
membrance (in memorial) of me. Afrer the same manner
also he took the cup when he had supped, saving, This
cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ve, as oft as
o drink it, in remembrance {in memeorial) of me. For as
citw as ve cat this bread, and drink this cup. ve do shew

the Locd’s death vill he conwe.” —1 Cor. 11:23-26

D39 we chen, from this scriprure, have authority 1o ob-
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setve the Lord’s passover, the Lozd’s Supper, oftener than
once a year? Let us reason a moment! A memorial is a
“thing intended to keep in mind an event.” ——See Diction-
ary. Accordingly then, the passover institution was for the
purpose of temembrance. As oft as Tsrael kept the feast in
its season, on the same date as the original passover, ac-
cording to its rites and ordinances, they did it as a mem-
orial, in temembrance of the slaving of the pascal lamb in
Egypt, the passing over of the destroying angel, and the
sparing of their firsthorn from death.

In like manner, as often as ye eat the bread, the flesh
of our passover, and drink the fruit of the vine, his bload,
upon the same day in which our Lord was sacrificed upon
the cross, as the lamb of God, we do it as a memorial to
recall to mind that event as Jesus commanded. saying,
“This do in remembrance of me.”

From year to vear, as the day arrives upon which Jesus
partock of the passover with his disciples and was betray-
ed and crucified, we are to observe the memorial; and, as
often as wz eat this bread, and drink this cup, we do shew
forth the Lord’s death throughout the gospel age il he
come again.

God did not spare the firsiborn in the land of Egypt,
who facked faith in Him, hearkening not to slay the lamb
and apply its blood; bur by His destroying angel slew all
the firsthorn of the disobedient Egyptians, from “the firse
born of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firsthorn
of the captive that was in the dungeon;” so, in like man.

uin, even cur Lord Jesus, and

ner, our passover has been slai
to those who have applicd the blood of “our passover”
God shall extend merey. They shall be spared when God's
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angels pass through the world in that great night of de-
liverance, which is scon to come.

Bur, on the other hand, those who do not have faith in
God, having not known Him, nor obeying the gospel of
Christ, shall be destroyed together, even as the firstborn,
who were not under the blood, were slain in the land of
Egypt. The promise is that “the Lord Jesus shall be reveal-
ed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire
yvielding vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall
be punished with everfasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord, and from the glory of His power; when he
shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired
in all them that believe{ because our testimony among you
was believed} in that day.” —2 Thess. 1: 7-10.

Do you desire to live in that day, dear reader? Would
vou gain erernal life? Believe then on the Lord Jesus
Christ and ye shall be saved. Claim the Lamb which God
has provided, even the Son of God, our passover. Fail not
to partake of His flesh and blood that ye may live. His
promises are sure: ~ Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except
ve eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blooed,
ve have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drink-
eth my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at
the last day.” —John 6:33-54.

Remember the warning of the Lord! Fail not to keep
His memorial, and do it worthily, discerning the Lord's
body; for his flesh is meat indeed, and His blood is drink
indeed. The Christ, our passover, has been slain for us;
therefore, let us keep the feast, with the unleavened bread
of sincerity and truth, ro show forth his death :ill He
come. Amen! 15
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